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Introduction 

This research tries to find out the future 
possibility of sustainable regional revitalization 
by utilizing the environmental resources in the 
region. This research addresses Tatebayashi city 
to clarify the real status of its regional 
revitalization approach, which is walkable city 
planning, and combining economic gardening 
approach.  

 
1. Background 

As background of the research, Japan faces 
the low birth rate and aging population issues. 
According to cabinet office, it is said 38.4% of 
Japanese population will be 65-year-old by 2065 
(Cabinet Office 2022). Also, there is an increase in 
migration of younger generation to urban areas. 
Following that, there is a depopulation issue for 
suburban areas. However, Covid-19 pandemic 
gave chances for those rural areas due to the 
change of working style, face to face to online, and 
this leads to the changing attitudes toward rural 
migration (Teng 2022). This leads to the 
possibility of regional revitalization in suburban 
areas, which is connected to the theme of this 
research. Following part explains the policies for 
regional revitalization. 

 
 

1-1. Regional Revitalization in Japan 

As current situation of regional 
revitalization policy, Kishida cabinet has 
announced digital garden city-state concept 
(Cabinet Office 2022). This means the introducing 
the digital into regional revitalization, and it 
implies that Japanese government tries to put 
efforts on the revitalizing suburban areas.  

 
1-2. Walkable City Planning 

Among the regional revitalization policy 
announced by Japanese government, one of the 
main approaches is walkable city planning. This 
approach has a concept to create city where 
people want to walk (Ministry of Land, 
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism 2019). 
The representative example is in Portland, the 
United States. Portland is famous for its walkable 
city planning with engagement of citizens. Poland, 
a city that promotes progressive urban 
development, is gaining popularity around the 
world as a city to move to, with its efforts toward 
a compact urban form and resident-led 
community development (Kawakatsu 2019). 
Suburban areas face the issue of transportation, 
car-based society, thus it is important to focus on 
the walkability in the research of regional 
revitalization. Also, environmentally, as 
walkability brings savings of car use and socially, 
walkability encourages people to use roads and 
increase socially, walkability encourages people 
to use roads and increase chances to meet with 
neighbors and visitors, it strengthens the bonds 
among people who live there. Given the 
importance of greenery in walkable community 
development, the use of natural resources is 
considered to play an important role (Speck 2018). 
Also, there is research on walkable city planning 
that as more and more greenery there is, it makes 
people want to walk (Urban Living Environment 
Study Group New Urban Housing Association 2006). 
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This indicates the importance of introducing 
greenery in to approach of walkable city planning. 

 
1-3. Economic Gardening 

In the research of walkable city, economic 
gardening is also important approach in regional 
revitalization. Economic gardening refers to 
policies that revitalize local economies by taking 
advantage of the soil of the region to nurture local 
SMEs, viewing the local economy as a "garden" 
and local SMEs as "plants" (Umemura, 2019:125). 
On the other hand, the ideological framework of 
economic gardening is creative and can be said to 
represent an effective new direction for 
"endogenous" industrial policy that does not rely 
solely on attracting companies from outside 
(Umemura, 2019:129). 

 
2. Problem Statement and Research Questions 

and Tatebayashi city 

From the literature review, it can see 
that walkable community development is 
expected to have a variety of effects on community 
development utilizing regional resources 
especially, utilizing greenery and creation of 
liveliness. Also, it introduces the preceding 
research for each walkable city planning, 
utilization of environmental resources into 
walkable city planning, and economic gardening. 
However, there is still room for research on 
combining these approaches together, and 
following the real status of regional revitalization. 
This led to the theme of this research. Following 
the background and theme of this research, there 
are two research questions as below; 
1.To what extent administrative measures using 
environmental resources have a positive effect on 
"sustainable regional revitalization"? 
2. What is the role of fostering social capital 
among relevant actors in environmentally 
sustainable regional revitalization? 

These questions were set to clarify the 
future possibility of sustainable regional 
revitalization in field of walkable city and 
utilization of environmental resources. Also, to 
realize the regional revitalization, collaboration or 
cooperation of three key actors, public actor 
(administrative), business actor (corporation), 
and private actor (citizens). This includes the 
importance of understanding the building of 
Social Capital”, to see the actual status of actor’s 
relationship, roles to realize regional 
revitalization. Social capital means "trust, norms, 
and networks in society (Inaba 2007:4), so 
understanding the three essentials among actors 
is important to clarify the possibility. Based on 
the research questions, this research tries to 
understand the relationship and roles among the 
three actors and future possibilities of regional 
revitalization. 

This research addresses the subject region as 
Tatebayashi city because the condition of 
background can be applied same. As same as the 
situation in Japan, Tatebayashi city faces issue of 
low birthrate and population. The city has 
population of approximately 75,000, and 27 
percent of them are elderly (Tatebayashi 2021:12). 
Also, the city put efforts in utilizing 
environmental resources for its regional 
revitalization. It has rich environmental 
resources such as Japanese heritage “Satonuma”, 
rich rice and wheat area, and Tsutsujigaoka park. 
Most importantly, Tatebayashi city includes the 
walkable city planning in its regional 
revitalization policy since 2021 (Tatebayashi City 
2021:29). As previous potential of regional 
revitalization, as Tatbayashi city is industrialized 
place, it can say that the city has an employment-
generating environment. Reviewing these 
situations of Tatebayashi city, it includes the 
same condition as first part of literature review, 
thus this city was selected to subject of the 
research. 
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3. Methodology 

This research addresses mainly two 
methodology, qualitative and quantitative 
research. For qualitative research it addresses 
bibliographic research through official 
Tatebayashi city’s documents, literature review 
through newspaper articles from Jomo Shinbun, 
and interviews to Tatebayashi city officers, 
business actor, and citizen actors. For 
quantitative research, based on the interviews 
data, it create Co-occurrence network and apply 
co-occurrence relationship into contents. 

The first methods were set to derive the 
actual status by following the policy. The second 
method is to clarify the activities by three key 
actors by the following the third points of view, 
local newspaper articles, Jomo Shinbun. Also, it is 
important to understand the relationship and 
roles among three actors by hearing the voices, 
this research delivered interviews to three key 
actors by snowball sampling. Then it tries to 
apply the co-occurrence relationship into contents 
of the interview data to see the real status of 
relationship, roles, and the building of social 
capital for possibility of regional revitalization. 

 
4. Analysis 

For bibliographic research, as development of 
regional revitalization policy, following the 
announcement of Gunma “Town Planning” 
Vision in 2012 (Gunma Prefecture 2012), 
Tatebayashi city indicates the introduction of 
walkable city planning in 2021 (Tatebayashi city 
2021). In 2022, Tatebayashi City Action Program 
was announced, and it includes two priority 
projects. First project includes promotion of a 
multi-pole network-type compact city based on 
the site selection plan, and second project 
addresses promotion of walkable community 
development based on the policy for revitalization 
of the lively city center (Tatebayashi city 2022). 

For newspaper reviewing, this section reviewed 
the three key actors’ action by following the Jomo 
Shinbun articles which attached in the reference 
list. As policy started to applied since 2021, it 
follows 2021 to 2022. For efforts of public sector, 
through 2021 to 2022, there are activities related 
to utilization of environmental resources, city 
liveness and walkable. For the efforts of business 
actors, in 2021, product co-development with local 
resources was done, and in 2022, delivery class in 
local schools and facility construction plan to 
make city liveness were founded from the articles. 
For efforts of private actors, in 2021, there were 
activities for city liveness using public space such 
as café and theater, and actions for walkable. In 
2022, there were activities for crowdfunding due 
to lack of financial resources, supports for start-
up, and actions for city liveness. For interview 
data analysis, this section shows the results of 
analyzing interview data contents and co-
occurrence network attached in the appendix.  

 
(Resource: Created by authors) 
 
5. Conclusion 

So far, this research addressed theme of 
Environmentally considerate sustainable 
regional revitalization in Tatebayashi city, and 
tried to clarify relationship and roles among the 
three actors, and future possibilities of regional 
revitalization. From the point of fostering “Social 
Capital”, features of relationships and roles are 
clarified as below; 

 
(Resource: Created by the authors) 
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Answering the research questions, the 
results of analysis shows that Each actor is aware 
of the importance of using Environmental 
Resources in regional development, and there are 
Local actors who are working on city planning 
with an awareness of Walkability. This suggest 
that there is a sufficient possibility for regional 
revitalization with approach of walkable city and 
utilization of environmental resources. For the 
second questions, it clarifies the status of building 
social capital among the three actors. It shows the 
necessity to create public mechanisms to 
encourage the participation of business and local 
actors. Based on the point of social capital, 
building trust is enough and network is partially 
enough, However, because there was lack in 
understanding each of actor’s interests and goals 
of profit from the interview data, norms of 
reciprocity is insufficient. In conclusion, it can say 
there is potential for realizing walkable city by 
using environmental resource, but to realize it, 
there is a need to build social capital. Fostering of 
social capital will play an important role in 
sustainable regional revitalization using 
environmental resources in the future. 
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Appendix 

Tatebayashi city office 
Figure 1-1 City Planning Division  

 
 
Figure 1-2 Green City Promoting Division 

 
 
Figure- 1-3 Tsutsuji City Sightseeing Division  

 
 
Business Actor 
Figure 2 Seifun Museum 

 
 

 
Private Actor 
Figure 3-1 SORANOMON Theater 

 
 
Figure 3-2 Jungle Delivery 

 
 
Figure 3-3 Mitsudeyamorisha 

 
 
Figure 3-4 rpg 
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